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REA 

Ray, n. f [rah, reyon, Fr. radius, Lat.] 

I. A beam of light. 

1L» ;«r 

Thefe eyes that roll in vain 

'To find thy piercing ray\ and find no dawn* Milton* 
*1 be leaft light, or part ot light, which may be flop! alone, 
nr do or fuffer any thing alone, which the reft of the light 
doth not or fuffer* not, I call a ray of light, Newton. 

Any luftre corporeal or intelleftual. 

T he air fharpciftd his vifual ray* Milton. 

Raye^ 1 t. 7 via > La,t*J A hill* Am) worth, 

[Idium* Lat.j An herb* Ainftwmh * 

1 o Ray. v. a. [rayer 9 Fr. from the noun*] To ftreak ; to 
mark in long lines. An old word, 

Befide a bubbling fountain low ihe lay. 

Which flie increased with her bleeding heart, 

And the clean waves with purple gore did ray. Fa, P^ht, 
His horfe is rated with the yellows . Shakefp. 

Was ever man fo beaten? was ever men fo valid ¥ was 
ever man fo weary ? Shake/p. Taming oft the Shrew, 

Ray, for array. ' Spenfer, 

Raze. 72 . f [rayz, a root, Spanife.] A root of ginger/ This 
is commonly written raee y but lefs properly. 

I have a gammon of bacon and two razes of ginger to be 
delivered, Shakefp, Hemy IV, p, ft 

1 o Raze, v * a. [rafter ^ Fr, rafus y Lat, Sec Rass. 

i. To overthrow; to ruin; to fubvert. 

Will you fuffer a temple, how poorly built foever, but yet 
a temple of your deity, to be razed, Sidney^ L ift 

He yoaketh your rebellious necks, 

Razcth your cities, and fubverts your towns. Shah e/p. 

It grieved the tyrant, that fo bale a town fliould fo long 
f"old out, fo that he would threaten to raze it. Knqlfa. 

Shed chriftian blood, and populous cities raze ; 

Becaufe they he taught to ufe lame difFhentphrafe* Waller, 
We touch'd with joy 

The royal hand that raz'd unhappy Troy. Dtydm* 

The place would be razed to the ground, and its founda¬ 
tions fown with fait* Addijhrfs Spectator? N° 189. 

2* To efface* 

Fatal this marriage ; cancelling your fame, 

Razmg the characters oi your renown. 

Pluck from the memory a rooted farrow. 

Raze out tiie written troubles of the brain. 

He in derifion fets 

Upon their tongues a various fpirit, to raze 
Quite out their native language; and inftead. 

To fow a jangling noife of words, Milton’s Par. Left. 
3. To extirpate* 

PH find a day to maflacre them all. 

And raze their faftion and their family: Shake/*), 

RA XOR, ii. f [ra/br f Lat*j A knife with a thick blade and 
fine edge ufed in {having. 

Zeal, except ordered aright, ufeth the razor with fuch ea- 
gernefs, that the life of religion is thereby hazarded. Hooker. 
Thefe words are razors to my wounded heart. Shah ftp. 
Thofe thy bolflfrous locks, not by the fvvord 
Of noble warrior, fo to ftain his honour. 

But by the barber's razor beft fubdiftd. Ah/ton's Jgomftes, 
All our lords are by his wealth outvykl, 

Whofe razor on my callow beard was trykft Dryden, 

Razor makers generally clap a final! bar of Venice fteel 
between two fmall bars of Flemifli fteel, and weld them to¬ 
gether, to ftrengthen the back of the razor, Moxrn, 

Razcurable. adj* [from razor.] Fit to be fhaved, Not in ufe. 
New-born chins be rough and razouraile, Shakefp. 
Ra'zokfxsh* h,ft. 

The ffaeath or razorfijh rcfemhleth in length and bignefs a 
man s finger, Carevfs Survey oft Cornwall, 

Ra'z ur e* 21. ft, [rafture, Fr* raftura, Latin. 1 Act of erafing. 

Oh ! your defart fpeaks loud ; 

It well deferves with characters of brafs 
A for ted refidence, 'gainit the tooth of time 
A red razure of oblivion. Shakefp * MeUjure for Meafture* 

Re, Is an infeparabfo particle ufed by the Latins, and from them 
borrowed by us to denote iteration or backward aftion : 
as, return , to ccme back ; to revive, to live again ; reper- 
cujfton, the aft of driving back. 

Re a' t cess. k. ft. [re and acafts,] Vifit renewed. 

Let pais the quailing and withering of all things by the 
reeds, and their reviving bv the reaccejs of the fun. HakewiU 
To R each, v. a. ancient preterite raught. [pabcan, Saxon.j 
j, To touch with the hand extended. 

What are riches, empire, pow'r, 

But larger means to gratify the will; 

The Laps by which we climb to rile and reach 
Our wife, and that obtained, down with a fcaffolding 
Of feepters, crowns and thrones: they've fervid their end, 
And there like lumber to be left and fcorn’d* Congreve. 

2. 'Fo arrive ac ■ to attain any thing diftant; to ftrike from a 
difUncc. 

Round the tree 

They longing Rood, but could not reach, Milton, 

O patron powV, thy prefect aid affgrd. 

That i may teach the beairi Diyden. 


REA 

The coaft fo Jong tlefir'd 

Thy troops fhall reach, but having reach'd, rerent D 
What remains beyond this, we have no tnore a polltuv''" 1 ’ 
non of, tiian a mariner has of the depth of the C ■ ' ll) ' 
having Jet tiown his fom,di 0 g-Iine, he reaches no bottom Ft' 
It mini fall perhaps before this letter reaches your h- 7 d 
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3. To fetch from fame place diftant, and give, F ^*' 

He reached me a full cup* 9 £r? , 

4* To bring forward from a diftant place. " L Xlv * 39 * 

Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and ,, / 
hither thy hand, and thruft it into my fide. 7,/,. C) 

5. To hold out; to flretch forth. ‘ 7 u. 27. 

Thefe kinds of goodnefs arc fo nearly united to the tlhr, 
which defire them that we icarcely pemeive the aoprti 
flir m reaching forth her hand towards them V V 

ftft™ thou Jitt # «nong “any, reach not thine handl/ 

6. To attain ; to gain ; to ohtain. -'■xm. ii’, 

'1 he beft accounts of the appearances of nature, which h, 
imw penetration can reach , comes fhort of its reality A 

7. To transfer. 1 Ulc R ] <- 

Tli rough fudi hands 

T fie knowledge of the gods is reach'd to man. 

8. To penetrate to. 

Whatever alterations are made in the body, if thev - 1 
not the mind, there is no perception. Y / , 

9. To be adequate to. LSll;e ' 

The law reached the intention of the promoters, and this 
aci fixed the natural price o t moQey. Is ^ 

ii thefe examples of grown men reach not the cafe ofchif 

di-en, kt them examine. Loch on Edlcmki 

10. 1 0 extend to. w " w * 

Thy deiire leads to no excefs that reaches blame. Milton 
Her imprecations reach not to the tomb. 

They flint not out fodety in death. ’ AldijMs Cato, 

I r, fo extend ; to f]>rcad abroad, ^ 

Trees reach'd too far their pamper’d boughs. Milton 
To Reach, v. iu 0 “™* 

1. To be extended. 

We hold that the power which the church hath lawfully 

?° y ffe aW$ “ ten . d unto fundl 7 things of ecclefiafii J 
junidk.hon, and iueli other matters whereto their opinion is, 

that the church s authority and power doth not reach. Ho for 

The new world reaches quite crofs the torrid zone more 
tropick to the other, ^ , 

When men puifue their thoughts of fpace, they areapuo 

flop at the confines of body, as if fpace were there at an end 
too, and reached no farther. r / 

I) I do not afk any thing improper, let me be buried hy 
lp? J °. ill ‘ 3 ’ n 'y vow reaches m> farther than the grave. Mi. 

1 he influence of the liars reaches to many events, which 
are not in the power of reafon. 

2. To be extended far. 1 

Great men have reaching hands. Shafofp. Henry VI. 

3. I o penetrate* 

He hath delivered them into your hand, and ve have /lain 
them 111 a rage, that reachnh up into heaven. 2 Chr. xxviii. 

VVe reach forward into futurity, and bring up to our thoughts 
objeuts hid in me remoteft depths of time. Aidthn. 

4* To make efforts to attain, J 

Could a failor always fepply new line, and find the plum¬ 
met fink without flopping, be would be in the poflure cf th- 
iimid, reaching after a pofitive idea of infinity, 

5* To take in the hand* 

Left he reach of the tree of life, and eat* 

Reach, n>ft, [from the verb*] 

i* A& of reaching or bringing by extenfion of the hand* 

2* Rower of reaching or taking in the hand. 

There may be in a man s reach a book containing picture 
and difcourfcSj capable to delight and mftiucf him, which yt 
he may never have the will to open. Iscit 

3* I bwer of attainment or management. 

In adtions, within the reach of power in him, a man feem 
as free as it is paffible for freedom to make him* Lsch 

4. Power; limit of faculties. 

Our light may be conildercd as a more diffufive kind c 
touch, that brings into our reach fame of the moil re mot 
parts of the univerfe. Jddim 

Be lure youi fell and your own reach to know. 

How far your genius, tafte and learning go, Ptyt 

5* Contrivance ; artful ichenie ; deep thought, 

Li i.,[i by others, who had deeper reaches than themfelvT 
to matters which they leaft inteodoJ. Haxivmti 

boinc, under types, have aflecieJ obfaurity Co amule aru 
mtiLe themieIves admired for profound remhes. Ihwti 

6* A fetch ; an artilice to attain fame dtfiunc advantage. 

% I he duke o t Parma had particular reaches and ends h* 
own tmdernand, to crois the dvifigm JJacon 

y* 1 endency to diftant conlequcnccs. 

Strain not my fpcech 
T o groftcr iifues, nor to larger reach. 

Than to fufpidon* " Shakefp, Othello 
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8* Extent, s 

T he confines met of empyrean heav m 
And of tins world : and, on the left hand, hell 
With long reach interpos'd, Milton'* r\ r. Loft, h* 
To RI A 7 CT/ v 1 . a. [re and aW] To return the impulfe or 

imnrdlion* , r . 

The lams being the chief inftrument of fangumcaLion, 

and acliiig ifrongly U}>oti the chyle to bring ii to an animal 

fluid, mult be reacted upon ftrongly* Arbictmist. 

Cut off your hand, and you may do 

With t* other hand the work of two; 

Becaufe the foul her power contrails, 

Anti on the brother limb reacts. Swift j Aliftcellatues. 

Rea'ctiok, ti, ft* [revctiMjj br. from rcail *] I he rccipio- 
catiori of any impulfe or force imperiled, made by the body 
on which fuch imprefiiofi is made: afiion and rtail ion are 



eqiu 


L 


J)o not great bodies conferve their heat the fongeft, thdr 
parrs heating one aiiother; and may not great, denfe and 
fixed bodies, when heated beyond a certain degree, emit 
Jfoht fo copiOLtfly, as, by the emHBon and reaction of irs 
iprht, and the religions and refractions of its rays within its 
porc^, to grow ft ill hotter till it comes to a certain period of 
heat, hid/ as is that of the fun ? Newton s Opt ides. 

Alimentary fubflances, of a mild nature, aft with fmall 
force upon the folids, and as the action and reaMlon arc equal, 
the finaileft degree of force in the fblids digeits them. Arh. 
Read. n.J\ [paeb, Saxon5 raed, Dutch,] 

1, CounfeL 

The nmn is blcft that hath not lent 
To wicked read his car. Sternhold* 

2. Saying; fawn I'his word is in both fenfes obfolete, 

'I'his reads is rife that oficntime 
Great cumbers fal l unfoft. 

In humble dales is footing faff. 

The trade is not fo tickle* Spenftcr* 

To READ* v, a, pret. ready part* paff. read. [p^S, Saxon. J 

1. Tu pci ule any thing written. 

I have feen her take forth paper, write upon‘t, read it, 
and afterwards leal it. Shahjft Macbeth. 

TE he paff ge you mu ft have ready though fince dipt o\it <}{ 
your memory* Pope, 

If we have not lei fore to read over the book itfelf regularly, 
then by the titles of chapters we may be directed to jaerufe 
fi verai factions* Watts's Improvement oft the Mind. 

2 . To difeover by charafters or marks. 

An armed corfe did lye, 

^ In whofe dead face he read great magnanimity. Spender. 

3. To learn by obfervation, 

1'hofc about her 

v rom her Audi read the peri eft ways of honour* Shakefp. 
4* To know fullv* 

O moft delicate fiend ! 

TV ho idt can read a woman ? Shakefp, Cymfaline* 

To Read* v. n, 

1 . I ° perform the aft of perufing writing, 

L (hall be with him, and he ftiall redd therein, that he may 
learn to fear fee Lord- JW vv ;: 

2. To be fiudious in buoks. 

Tis fore thatFleury reads. 

3* To know by reading. 

1 have read of an eaftern king, who put a judge to death 
for an iniquitous fentence. Swift 

Ri'.vn. partic-p. adj. [from read ; tlie verb read is pronounced 
re };> *fie preterite and participle red.] Skilful by rcadiivn 
Virgil s Ihephcrds are too well read in the pliiJolophy of 

* P wTk1 Dryden. 

e haie a poet among us, of a genius as exalted as his 

-.atnre, and v. ho is very wdl read in Longinus his treatife 
concerning the fublime. AddijMs Guardian, N J xo 8 

Reading. ». f. [from read.] 

*• Study in books ; perufal of books. 

1 bough mining and converfation may furnifh us with 
many uleas of men and things, yet it is our own meditation 
arm our juogment. ip nits s improvement of the Mind. 
Lefs reading du.A makes felons ’{tape, 

Lefi human genius than God gives an ape. 

Can make a Cibber* 

2. A lecture; a pic left ion* 

3. Publick recital* 

1 lw i cws alM ’ 2 ys fiad their weekly readings cf the law. 

/ . H&oki sr, b. v. f 8 

Give attendance to reading, exhortation and doarine. ’ 

Variation of copies. 1 Tm ' "■ l 3 - 

1 hat learned prelate has reftored fome of the , w;„ r 
the authors With great fagacity. A t - ,%*. of 

R V ' 1 ■ -° N ' a, ‘ U atte r«G Latin,J Recovery ■ J[ 

ol regaining. J / j 

VtH'M <ha ' ,he "***• " f T '* ri S : «« matter of 

Rji-/ der. 72 . ft [from read.] Laa n. 

1* One that ptrules any thing written. 
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Pope, 
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As we muff take the care that our words and fenfe be clear? 
fo if the obfeurity happen through the hearers or readers wane 
of uriderftanding, 1 am not to aufwer for them- B. ftdmjou. 
2- One find ions in books- 

])afu is 1 altars and the dire decrees 
Of iiard Eu reft hens, ev'ry reader fees. Dryden, 

3* One whole office is to read prayers in churches* 

He got into orders, and became a reader in a parifli church 
at twenty pounds a year* Swift . 

Leadership, n.ft. [irom reader.] The office of reading 
prayers* 

When they have taken a degree, they get into orders, and 
fol licit a readerjhip. Swift’s Mdjcel ionics* 

Readily, adv. [from ready.] Expedite!/; with Ikde hinde- 
rance or delay. 

My tongue obey’d, and readily could name 
Whatever 1 faw. Milton, 

Thofe very things, which are declined as impoffible, arc 
readily practicable in a cafe of extreme neceffity. South* 

1 readily gram, that one truth cannot contradift another, 

Locke. 

Every one fometime or other dreams that he is reading 
papers, in which cafe the invention prompts fo readily , that 
the mind is impqfed upon* Addijhfds Spectator^ N v 487. 

ReaThness* n. ft. [from ready.] 

1* Expeditenefs; promptitude* 

He would not forget the nadinefs of their king, in aiding 
him when fee duke of Bretagne failed him* Bacon* 

He opens hint foil to the man of bufinefs with rduftancy, 
but offers himlclf to the vifits of a friend with facility and alt 
the meeting readinefs of defire. South* 

2* The ftate of being ready or fit for any thing. 

Have you an army ready ? 

p —T he centurions and their charges already in the enter-* 
tainment to 1 be on foot at an hour s warning* 

—I am joyful to hear of their reaftinefts. Shakefp^ 

They remained near a month, that they might be In rev- 
Anefts to attend the motion of the army. Clarendon* 

3. facility ; freedom from hindcranee or obftruftion, 

x^ature has provided for the readincji and eafinefo of 

fpe^ch. _ Holder*s Elements oft Speech* 

4* State of being willing or prepared, 

A pious anti weLLdifpofed mind, attended with a readinefts 

to obey the known will of God, is the fureft means to en- 

;htcn the underftanding to a belief of chriftian!ty. South* 

I heir conviftion grew fa ftrong, that they embraced the 

fame truths, and laid down thejr lives, or were always in a 

readinefts to do it, rather than depart from them. Addifm* 

Readm 1 SSJON, n.ft. [re and admijftm.] The aft of admit¬ 
ting again* 

m an exhaufled receiver, animals, that feem as they were 
oend, revive upon the readmiftftm of frefti air. ArbuthroU 

a DM 1 T ;J' *- lr* and admit. ] To let in again* 
i hde evils I deferve, 

1 ct defpair not of his final pardon, 

Whofe ear is ever open, and his eye 

Gracious to readmit the fiippliarit Mkm's Agonijhs* 

Tn k, ! n T y mmU M 1 **&&*«* the Derham. 

'.O del aiw. *• *• ln “* ! '» Via 1 

The ftreams now change their languid blue. 

Regain thar glorjr, am! their fame renew, 

RE VUY f 3 y lB rSlT rted0rn ’ idC ‘ Plnhmre. 

Siuebn.J* [ > 3X011J rede > Swedllh i Mbe, nimble, 

I* Prompt; not delayed, 

1 litfe commodities yield the rcadiejl money of any in tiiis 

- Hi'otZl-Mrf 1 m * Price 

An ! ; ? k d hl ? h,nds * their was iuft 

2 Fit (nr’ l '" y ' ° r )e (C ° m d 10 S° 011 truft. Dryden 

r it ,ov a putpofe ; not to feek* ^ 

AD things are ready, if our minds be fo. 

And m my lap the ready paper lies. * P 97 ’ Drv < 

Th, h A Cf V K iefts wkh kmves bereave ° 

'i'K ii Ca lS 'f e ’ and ln Rdl bowls receive 
he ft ream ing blood, r% / t -r* * 

^ be no delay. < J ^ *”* f ° ^ that lhere «« 

1 rouble and anguifh fhall prevail acrainfl i,; m , i ■ 
ready to the battle. F inlt lirn » a ^mg 

Ueath ready fiands to interpofe hi 3 dart. ^ ^tf 

1 fte word which I have giv n, i'll not revoke • ^ ^ 

If he be brave, he’s ready for the ftruke “ ’ n , 

J he imagination is always re ft left a id th Dryden. 
being laid alide, i s Tea j v f - ' ’ and th e wiil, reason 

4 - Willing; eager ^ extrava g a ^Project. Locke. 

-»s-SSraa?" tDm it h rrr 

openjer S iitate of Inland. 
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